
From the Office of the Minister  

Diane Dodds MLA 

 

 
 

Mr Richard Graham 
Laura.Orr@bda.org 

 
 

Our Ref: CORR-1919-2020 

 
3 May 2020 

Dear Richard 

 
Thank you for your email dated 16 April 2020. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has created unprecedented challenges and difficulties for 

society at large, and the economic impacts are significant. 
 
On 28 March 2020, the First Minister and Deputy First Minister, announced a series 
of enhanced containment measures, agreed by the Executive, designed to restrict 

the spread of the Coronavirus.  
 
This included the publication of The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2020. This has been used as a basis for 

determination of what businesses should continue to operate up until this time. You 
will be aware that Dental services were included amongst those that could continue 
to trade. 
 

I am also aware that the Department of Health has put in place a Financial Support 
Scheme which seeks to alleviate the loss of some procedures. However I do 
recognise the current difficulties in the profession outlined in your correspondence 
particularly around the loss of private income. 

 
You will be aware that the Executive has since introduced a number of interventions 
and packages of financial support to help those who have been affected by the 
consequences of Covid-19. Information on current and evolving support options are 

being updated continuously on the NI Business Info website: 

https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/campaign/coronavirus-updates-support-your-

business.  
 
I do not underestimate how difficult a time this is for individuals, employers and 
business owners alike, and I want to assure you that I, along with my Executive 

colleagues, are continuing to examine every possible means to help support the 
local economy.  
 
In addition, my Department continues to work with UK Ministers and officials to 

ensure the concerns of NI business are reflected in national initiatives.  
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This is still a very fluid situation and I would request that you ask all relevant 
stakeholders to continue to monitor the website above in relation to any further 

support that can be offered. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
DIANE DODDS MLA 

Minister for the Economy 
 

 

 


