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Scottish Council met by videoconference on Thursday 18 August 2022.  
 
1. Deceased Former Members of the BDA in Scotland 
Council members held a minute’s silence for Sir David K Mason who died on 27 March 
2022. Sir David Mason was a Fellow of the Faculty of Dental Surgery at the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow and Head of Oral Medicine and Pathology at Glasgow 
Dental School for 25 years. He was given a CBE in 1987 and then received a knighthood in 
1992. He received a BDA Honorary Membership in 1993. 
 
2. Scottish Government 
Council members discussed concerns about the degree of confidence in various branches of 
the Scottish Government to protect and deliver NHS dental services in Scotland. It was 
agreed that dentists and their patients should be encouraged to contact their local MSPs in 
support of NHS dentistry. This will be discussed by the Scottish craft committees at their 
next meetings. 
 
3. Scottish Council Constitution 
Scottish Council members briefly discussed a proposed new Scottish Council constitution, 
and it was agreed that this needed to be considered in greater detail. A meeting of the 
Scottish Council Constitution Working Group would be held in due course to discuss the 
matter.  
 
4. General Dental Service 
 
Annual Pay Uplift 
The Doctors and Dentists Pay Review Body recently recommended an annual pay uplift of 
4.5% for NHS medical and dental staff. The Scottish Government has accepted this 
recommendation which will apply to Item of Service fees and capitation and continuing care 
payments. The uplift will be backdated to 1 April and will be paid from October 2022.  
 
Despite BDA Scotland’s previous calls, the increase will not be applied to all allowances, so 
the overall GDS uplift will be less than 4.5%. The BDA issued a press release highlighting 
the need for additional support from all four UK administrations to meet rising costs and 
soaring dental inflation. This matter will be discussed at a meeting between the BDA’s 
Scottish Dental Practice Executive Sub-committee and Scottish Government on 24 August. 
 
Reduced financial support for dental practices 
In July, the Scottish Dental Practice Committee wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for Health 
and Social Care to express its dismay at the Scottish Government’s decision to reduce the 
fee multiplier from 1.7 to 1.3 from July despite the BDA’s calls to retain it at 1.7. The SDPC 
Executive Sub-committee will meet with Scottish Government on 24 August to discuss the 
impact of the 1.3 multiplier including loss-making treatments and plans for tackling backlogs. 

 
NHS dental reform survey and advisory group 
Scottish Government recently issued a survey to seek dentists’ views on a shortened SDR. 
The Government is also setting up an NHS Dental Reform Advisory Group and asked 
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practitioners to submit a statement of intent to their NHS Board by 31 July for consideration. 
It was noted that dentists should be at least 70% NHS committed and for any members of 
the wider practice team their practice should be at least 70% NHS committed. Council 
members stated that this would exclude many practitioners who work for dental corporates 
as the corporate model is based on 50% NHS-50% private work. 
 
5. Public Dental Service 
 
Scottish Joint Negotiating Forum 
The Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) is seeking a meeting of the Scottish 
Joint Negotiating Forum to discuss PDS Terms and Conditions, including the introduction of 
an Extended Competency Point for PDS dentists, and an Indicative Training Allowance. 
 
PDS participation in the dental Out-of-Hours service  
It was noted that SPDSC is aware of an issue in one NHS Board where PDS dentists have 
been advised that they would be required to undertake OOH duties. BDA Scotland had not 
been consulted on this matter and were of the view that members of staff should not be 
compelled to take part in OOH working if they do not wish to do so. A letter will be sent from 
SPDSC to the Board in due course.    
 
6. Hospital Dental Service 
 
Dental Core Trainees 
It was reported at the Scottish Hospital Dentists Reference Group (SHDRG) that trainees 
moving from England to Scotland are subject to a large decrease in pay. The starting salary 
for a Specialty Registrar (StR) in Scotland is approximately £10K less than in England, 
making recruitment more difficult here.  
 
It was noted that this is also an issue in Northern Ireland and Peter Dyer, Chair of the BDA’s 
Central Committee for Hospital Dental Services, recently issued a blog stating that the 
latest survey of Dental Core Trainees showed worrying trends, particularly among trainees in 
Northern Ireland. Over half of respondents rated their morale as low during their training 
post. Pay disparity was a major factor, with many finding it demoralising to take a pay cut 
while trying to take the next steps on the career ladder. This issue will be discussed further 
at a meeting of SHDRG on 10 October. 
 
Referrals to Secondary Care 
It was reported that SHDRG was concerned about the huge backlog of referrals to 
secondary care and that the numbers were increasing steadily. There was also concern that 
staffing issues in primary care were having a knock-on effect in secondary care. 
 
7. Political Developments 
At the Conference of Scottish Local Dental Committees in April, Humza Yousaf, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Social Care, extended an invitation to arrange a follow-up meeting 
between himself and the Conference Agenda Committee. A date for the meeting is being 
arranged at present. 
 
8. Meeting with Directors of Dentistry 
BDA Scotland and members of Scottish Council are seeking a meeting with the Directors of 
Dentistry from all NHS Boards to discuss a number of issues raised by BDA Scottish 
committees. 
 
9. Child Oral Health Working Group 
Earlier this year Scottish Council established a Child Oral Health working group to take 
forward the promotion of water fluoridation in Scotland and to help tackle the long-standing 
problem of lengthy waiting lists for paediatric extractions under general anaesthetic (GA). 
The group are at present drafting a joint letter with the Scottish Paediatric Dental Group to 
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Scottish Government to request the latest data on the number of children waiting for both 
assessment and treatment for extractions under GA, and the length of these waiting times.  
 
The BDA has also written to the Scottish Directors of Public Health group to welcome their 
recognition of the benefits of fluoridation in improving oral health, and to discuss the “building 
blocks” that need to be in place for water fluoridation to be introduced in local areas.  
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
The next Scottish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 1 December 2022 by 
videoconference. 
 
 
 
Robert Donald 
Chair, Scottish Council 
August 2022 
 


