
 

 

 
Scottish Council met by videoconference on Thursday 18 March 2021.  
 
1. Representatives from the Dental Schools 
The Chair invited representatives from all three Dental Schools to the videoconference as 
guests. BDA representatives had been unable to visit the Schools for some time due to the 
Covid pandemic. Attending the meeting provided students with an opportunity to find out 
more about the BDA, to hear what was discussed at meetings and to contribute to 
discussions and ask questions.  
  

2. BDA Horizon Scanning  
Council members discussed the BDA’s UK-wide Horizon Scanning paper which looked at 
the wider environment and potential developments that could influence the BDA’s future 
strategy work. 
 
3. COVID vaccinations  
A letter is awaited from Scottish Government to help clarify payments for Covid vaccinators 
following queries that some dentists were being paid at NHS Band 5 while others are 
receiving the £231 sessional rate. The letter will be sent to dentists and other independent 
contractor groups. 
BDA Scotland recently received confirmation from Scottish Government that dental nurses 
were authorised to be Covid vaccinators, with the appropriate training and supervision. 

 
4. Phase 4 – Remobilisation of NHS Dental Services 
 
General Dental Services 
It was noted that there had been a dramatic reduction in NHS dentistry since the start of the 
pandemic which had inevitably resulted in a backlog of unmet dental care need. Activity 
levels have increased in recent months but remain considerably lower than before the 
pandemic and dentists are still only working at a fraction of pre-Covid capacity due to current 
restrictions.  
 
NHS dental practices received a letter from the Minister for Public Health and Sport on 16 
March outlining the Scottish Government's intermediate support funding arrangements for 
NHS dental services in the 2021/2022 financial year. This followed BDA Scotland 
discussions with the Scottish Government on sustainable financial support and was 
highlighted in our letter to the Minister on 10 March. The Scottish Government aims to 
develop a medium-term funding model before introducing a whole-system reform/New Model 
of Care in the future. 
 
It was reported that Scottish Government was currently developing a survey of dental 
practices to inform a calculation of ventilation requirement and capital spending. The survey 
would be sent to the profession in due course. 
 
It was noted that NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) has confirmed that the validation of 
3M 1863 FFP3 masks would expire on 31 March 2021 and have asked all NHS Boards to 
ensure that any unused stock is disposed of safely via domestic waste prior to the deadline.  

https://bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Documents/Scotland-nhs-dental-services-sustainability-16-march-21.pdf
https://bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Documents/Scotland-letter-to-minister-concerns-10-mar-21.pdf


 

 

NSS has also confirmed that the PPE allocation for VDPs undertaking non-aerosol 
generating procedures will increase from 5 to 8 patients per day from 1 April 2021. A 
communication has been sent to all Scottish training practices to inform them of this change.  
 
Public Dental Service 
The Chair of the BDA’s Scottish Public Dental Service Committee (SPDSC) published a blog 
in February highlighting the massive backlog of unmet dental care need. The blog also 
included some troubling messages from the BDA’s recent survey of PDS/CDS dentists 
which raised concerns about the future capacity of the service.  
 
SPDSC continue to express deep concerns about lengthy waiting times for paediatric 
extractions under general anaesthetic and the pain and distress this causes for children and 
their families. In the letter to the Minister in March, BDA Scotland urged Scottish 
Government to work with NHS Boards to reduce waiting times. BDA Scotland has also 
recommended that Scottish Government establish a working group to finally address this 
long-standing issue. 
 
Hospital Dental Service 
Most areas within the Hospital Dental Service were increasing activity levels and slowly 
returning to pre-COVID provision but concern was expressed about limited capacity at some 
sites due to the age and design of buildings, the availability of theatre space, and staff 
shortages. This has increased waiting times for hospital treatment in various areas with 
some services still treating emergency and urgent referrals only. 
 
5. BDA Scotland Election Manifesto 
In December 2020, Scottish Council set up a Manifesto Working Group to develop a BDA 
Scotland Manifesto ahead of the Scottish Parliamentary elections in May. A final draft copy 
of the Manifesto was considered and approved by Council members and will be published in 
due course. 
 
6. Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body 
It was reported that the BDA had submitted its UK-wide evidence to the DDRB. It was noted 
that the DDRB oral evidence session has been postponed from February and would now 
take place on 12 April 2021.  
 
7. Mental Health Resources for dentists and their teams 
BDA Scotland had been working with the Scottish Government to produce a mental health 
and wellbeing resource for dentists and their teams across Scotland. This compilation 
highlights guidance and UK-wide support resources available including the NHS 
Occupational Health Advice and Guidance Services which BDA Scotland secured in 2018 to 
support dentists and their teams. This service is delivered through the NHS Boards. 
 

8. BDA Honours 
The closing date for the next round of BDA Honours and Awards applications is 28 May 
2021. Further information about the process can be found at: https://bda.org/about-the-
bda/honours-and-awards  

 

9. BDA Membership 
Council agreed to set up a Working Group to develop a strategy to improve BDA Scotland’s 
communication with the profession and increase membership numbers. 

 
  

https://bda.org/news-centre/blog/Pages/Scotland-Putting-PDS-in-the-spotlight.aspx
https://bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Documents/Scotland-letter-to-minister-concerns-10-mar-21.pdf
https://bda.org/about-the-bda/campaigns/stress/Documents/Scotland-mental-health-wellbeing-resources-march-21.pdf
https://bda.org/about-the-bda/campaigns/stress/Documents/Scotland-mental-health-wellbeing-resources-march-21.pdf
https://bda.org/about-the-bda/honours-and-awards
https://bda.org/about-the-bda/honours-and-awards


 

 

10. Date of Next Meeting 
The next Scottish Council meeting will be held on 19 August 2021 by videoconference. 
 
Robert Donald 
Chair, Scottish Council 
March 2021 


