
 

 

 
Scottish Council met on Thursday 15 August 2019 at the BDA Scotland office. 
 
1. Recruitment of a new Chief Dental Officer  

Members expressed serious concerns that the recent advert for the new Chief Dental Officer 
effectively excludes independent general practitioners who represent around 80-90 per cent 
of the profession from applying for the post. The post is being offered on a secondment 
basis which requires the successful applicant to have a current employment contract. BDA 
Scotland will be writing to Scottish Government to express these concerns. 

 
2. Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan 

The next major OHIP priority would be ‘new models of care’ which would involve the 
introduction of an Oral Health Risk Assessment, a review the Statement of Dental 
Remuneration and related OHIP actions. Scottish Government will hold a stakeholder event 
on 6 September to discuss proposals for the new arrangements, and several roadshows 
across Scotland later in the year that dental professionals will be invited to attend.  
Council members expressed continued disquiet that funding for the new arrangements 
would come from the existing NHS dentistry budget. 
 
3. BDA Scotland survey of dentists in Scotland 

The BDA issued a survey to dentists in Scotland in June asking for their views on a range of 
issues, including: 

 Oral health / aspects of the Oral Health Improvement Plan 
 Funding for NHS dentistry 
 National leadership 
 General issues – information management systems, pensions 
 Role of the BDA. 

The survey aimed to ensure the BDA is representing members effectively. Council discussed 
the initial findings of the survey including dentists' concerns about funding and other issues. 
The findings will be presented to the Scottish Government as evidence of dentists’ concerns. 
 
4. Paediatric Extractions under General Anaesthetic 

Council members continue to be concerned about the lengthy waiting times for paediatric 
extractions under general anaesthetic in some NHS Boards, and how the problem could be 
highlighted to prompt urgent action.   
 
5. Oral Cancer Working Group – Survey 

Following the launch of our Oral Cancer Action Plan in November 2018, BDA Scotland wrote 
to the Director of Dentistry in each NHS Board in May to follow up the actions for Boards in 
the Plan to assess how they are taking forward, or plan to take forward these actions.  
Council discussed the key findings of the survey which identified a range of activities aimed 
at promoting prevention (including smoking cessation services) and local awareness 
campaigns and local referral pathways. It was noted that 10 of the 14 NHS Boards 
responded to the survey and that the results would be shared with the Chief Dental Officer. 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/s6pYCgJgBTLw9rF3Y0oU?domain=bda.org


 

 

6. Pay uplift for dentists 

The Review Body on Doctors' and Dentists' Remuneration (DDRB) published its annual 
report on 23 July. BDA Scotland subsequently called on the Scottish Government to accept 
the DDRB recommendation of an above inflation 2.5% net uplift for General Dental 
Practitioners and to: award at least 3% for expenses; introduce the overall pay uplifts as 
soon as possible; and backdate them to April 2019. 
 

7. New quality improvement arrangements for dentists in Scotland 

It was noted that in July 2019, the Scottish Government announced new arrangements for 

QI activities for the forthcoming three-year cycle 2019/22. The theme of the cycle will be 

‘Building a Quality Improvement Culture’. The first year will involve a Safety Climate Survey 

that all members of a dental practice will contribute to. The new cycle aims to offer 

opportunities for dentists to engage in a series of national activities over each of the three 

years.  

 

8. BDA Scottish Dental Conference and Exhibition 

The BDA Scottish Dental Conference and Exhibition will take place on Friday 20 September 
2019 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow. 

  
9. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Scottish Council will take place on 12 December 2019 at 09:30hrs at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton, Dunblane Hydro.    
 
 
 
Robert Donald  
Chair, Scottish Council 
August 2019 
 
 

https://www.bda.org/news-centre/press-releases/Pages/BDA-calls-on-Scottish-Government-to-implement-recommended-pay-uplifts.aspx
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