
 

 

 
Scottish Council met on Thursday 21 March 2019 at the BDA Scotland office. 
 
A minute’s silence was held out of respect and remembrance for James McEwen, former 
Professor of Dental Health at University of Dundee. 
 
1. Presentation by T Scott, Director, Fitness to Practice, General Dental Council 
Tom Scott gave a presentation on progress with the General Dental Council’s (GDC) End-to-
End review, the GDC’s latest operational performance data and their strategic priorities for 
2019. Council members asked a number of questions about the continued 
underperformance of key performance indicators, timescales for progressing cases (and the 
subsequent pressure on practitioners), local resolution of cases and referrals of dentists to 
the GDC by other dentists. 
 
2. Recruitment of a new Chief Dental Officer  
Concerns were raised about the long delay in appointing a permanent Chief Dental Officer 
(CDO) as it was now over 9 months since the previous CDO, Margie Taylor announced her 
plans to retire in mid-June 2018, and left the post in mid-December.  It was noted that the 
post had still not been advertised. BDA Scotland wrote to the J Freeman, Cabinet Secretary 
for Health and Sport on 14 February 2019.  A reply was awaited.   
 
3. Scottish Government Oral Health Improvement Plan 
Discussions took place on how the Oral Health Improvement Plan (OHIP) would be funded.  
Council agreed to calculate a broad estimate of how much it would cost to implement the 
initial OHIP actions and to undertake a survey of dentists in Scotland to gauge their 
concerns and priorities.  The results of the survey would be helpful in highlighting dentists’ 
concerns to Scottish Government. 
BDA Scotland will hold an informal meeting with the Interim Directors of Dentistry and 
committee Chairs on 10 April 2019. 
 
4. Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body 
The BDA produced a UK-wide submission for the Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body 
(DDRB) 2019/20 which was submitted in January 2019. An oral evidence session would be 
held in London on 1 April 2019, the Chair of the Scottish Dental Practice Committee would 
attend. 
 

5. Paediatric Extractions under General Anaesthetic 
Council continue to be concerned about the long waiting times for paediatric extractions 
under general anaesthetic in some NHS Boards.  It was noted that the BDA Scottish Dental 
Practice Committee had concerns about information which had been provided by NHS 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde to Scottish Government regarding referral and assessment to 
treatment waiting times. BDA Scotland would be writing to NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
seeking clarification and resolutions. 
 
 
 



 

 

6. BDA Strategy: redesigning our approaches to governance, representation and 
 policy assimilation 
Council discussed that BDA Strategy paper ‘Redesigning our approaches to governance, 
representation and policy assimilation’ which looked at broadening the representation of 
BDA committees. 
 
7. Arrangements for the Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Scottish Council will take place on 15 August 2019 at 13:30hrs at the 
BDA Scotland office in Stirling.  
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