
 

 

 
Scottish Council met by video conference on Thursday 20 August 2020.     
 
1. BDA Cyber-attack 
M Woodrow, BDA Chief Executive updated Council members on the sophisticated cyber-
attack of 30 July which had targeted BDA systems.  The BDA had been working alongside IT 
experts including forensic IT specialists, to determine the nature of the criminal activity.  The 
Information Commissioner's Office and the police had been informed.  As a precaution, the 
BDA took some systems temporarily offline, including the website.  It has been a laborious 
and complex process, but the BDA IT team has been able to rebuild systems on a new 
network. 
 
The BDA is unable at present to confirm what information may have been compromised but 
is working to conclude the investigations as soon as possible.   Initial evidence suggests that 
the data extracted related to a very small snapshot of the total data stored on the BDA 
servers.  Further updates will be available on the BDA website in due course. 
 
Business Continuity Legal Challenge 
M Woodrow also gave an update on the court case against insurers for business interruption 
claims during the pandemic.  The judgement is expected later in 2020.   
 
2. COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
Return to Dentistry – Phase 3/3b 
Scottish Government issued PCA(D)(2020)11 on the Remobilisation of NHS Dental Services 
Aerosol Generating Procedures (AGPs) on 7 August 2020 advising NHS Boards of the 
arrangements for the inclusion of the provision of certain AGPs in NHS dental practices for 
registered patients who were in need of urgent oral health care from 17 August 2020. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment 
Members were very concerned that some of the ‘enhanced’ PPE provided to dental 
practices by NHS Services Scotland dated back to 2012 and were beyond the expiry date,  
many of the stickers on the masks had been reapplied, sometimes several times, with the 
last date in 2019.  It was agreed that no medical device should be used beyond the 
manufacture’s expiry date.  Members considered this was indefensible and it was reported 
that this was also the view of the dental defence societies.  This raised serious questions by 
Council members over safety to patients, dentists and their teams.  Council was also 
concerned about employer’s liability and indemnity insurance. 
 
It was agreed that BDA Scotland would contact Scottish Government and NHS Services 
Scotland immediately to ask for revalidation certificates, evidence and details of the 
revalidation process for the 3M 1863 masks. It was also agreed that if no test certificate and 
revalidation information were available, BDA Scotland would inform members not to use 
masks until revalidation information and the test certificate were made available.  BDA 
Scotland would also seek advice from the Health and Safety Executive.   
 

https://www.bda.org/news-centre/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.scottishdental.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/PCAD202011-Remobilisation-of-NHS-Dental-Services-Phase-3-Inclusion-of-AGPs-7-August-2020.pdf


 

 

Post Minute Note: BDA Scotland has received assurances from Scottish Government that 
stocks of PPE recently supplied to practices were safe to use and that NHS National 
Services Scotland has confirmed in writing that all the revalidated PPE is safe to use.  The 
BDA will be examining the certification and evidence of the revalidation process when it is 
published to ensure it is sufficiently robust. 

Financial Support – Mixed/private practices 
BDA Scotland and members of SDPC met by video conference with J FitzPatrick, Minister 
for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing on 22 July to discuss the funding shortfall facing 
dental practices and what was being done to secure additional NHS funding.  Following the 
meeting, BDA Scotland wrote to J FitzPatrick stressing again the increasing financial 
pressure facing mixed NHS-private dental practices, particularly those with a large 
percentage of private income and providing examples from owners that demonstrated the 
extent of the problem and the difficulties such practices are facing.  A reply was awaited. 

 
Financial Support for Vocational Dental Practitioners  
BDA Scotland was concerned about the funding package available to VDPs moving to an 
associate position in Scotland. SG would be issuing a letter the following week notifying the 
profession that they have revised the financial support measures for completing VDPs 
moving to their first associate position (replacing an outgoing associate). In these 
circumstances VDPs may now receive either the value of the VDP salary, or 80 percent of 
the monthly average of their item of service payments for the period August 2019 to 
February 2020 inclusive, whichever is greater. Capitation and continuing care payments will 
also be paid as appropriate. In addition SG had aligned the NHS financial support for 
trainers who are new or returning to training with existing vocational trainers.  Existing 
trainers would now receive 80 per cent of the average monthly item of service payments for 
the period 2019/20 associated with their vocational training number. BDA Scotland and 
SDPC welcomed the decision. Further information can be found on the BDA live updates (19 
August). 
 
Public Dental Service Budgets 
Following a BDA Scotland letter to Scottish Government raising concerns about possible 
cuts to the Public Dental Service (PDS) budget, Scottish Government has confirmed that the 
2020-21 PDS budget will match the 2019-20 budget. 
 
Remobilisation of Hospital Dental Services 
It was noted that the remobilisation of hospital dental services had started across Scotland.  
It has been a challenge for hospitals to reappoint all previous cancelled patient appointments 
and stand up services quickly. Discussions are being held in some NHS Board areas about 
increasing capacity and consideration was being given to increasing the number of sessions 
worked per day and the possibility of weekend working.   
 
National arrangements for restarting medical appraisal in Scotland 

A letter had been received from Scottish Government informing hospital dentists that in order 
to allow doctors to prepare for revalidation in March 2021, appraisals would recommence for 
all doctors and HDS dentists on 1 October 2020.  This would also give those doctors who 
are not due to revalidate the opportunity to have a reflective discussion as they consider the 
impact of the last 6 months. 
 
3. DDRB 
The Scottish Government has confirmed that it will accept the recommendation of the 
Review Body on Doctors’ and Dentists’ Remuneration and award dentists in Scotland a 
2.8% pay award for 2020/21, backdated to April.  Scottish Government is still to confirm the 
General Dental Practitioner expenses element of the uplift, this would be discussed with 
Scottish Government on 21 August.  A letter from Scottish Government to the profession is 
awaited.   

https://bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Documents/Scotland%20letter%20on%20mixed%20practices%2006.08.pdf
https://bda.org/advice/Coronavirus/Pages/Updates-from-week-commencing-17-August-2020.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-body-on-doctors-and-dentists-remuneration-48th-report-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-body-on-doctors-and-dentists-remuneration-48th-report-2020


 

 

 
4. Date of Next Meeting 
The next Scottish Council meeting will be held on 10 December 2020 by video conference. 
 
 
David Cross 
Vice-Chair, Scottish Council 
August 2020 


