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An epidemiological dental survey of adults encountered in 

general dental practices in England, 2017-18. 

Briefing for GDPs 

This survey has been designed by Public Health England, with a multi-agency planning 

group, to assess the oral health status and needs of adult populations across England and 

underpin local commissioning decisions. 

 

Benefits  

This survey will provide: 

 Data to inform the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment in your area and the 

commissioning of local clinical dental services by NHS England, to ensure that the 

population’s oral health needs are met and resources can be targeted most 

effectively. 

 Information to add to and complement the larger-scale Adult Dental Health Survey 

that takes place at ten year intervals across England. 

 Intelligence to support the commissioning of local oral health promotion services. 

 

Proposed model 

The survey will have several stages:  

1. General dental practices will be randomly sampled to take part. These will include 

purely NHS-contracted practices, independent and mixed practices. Trained 

fieldwork teams will contact sampled practices and seek co-operation to attend the 

practice for a day or two sessions at a convenient time for the practice.  

2. If your practice is sampled and you agree to assist, a dental epidemiology team will 

approach adult patients in your reception area and seek permission to collect both 

clinical and questionnaire information. 

- Disruption to your work and patients will be minimised. Epidemiology teams will 

visit your practice at convenient times agreed with you, when you have 

previously indicated that an empty surgery is available to examine and run 

questionnaires with about 20 patients. 

- Information about the survey will be provided in advance for staff and patients. 

- With consent from both dentist and patient, figures from the DT, MT and FT 

boxes on volunteers’ FP17 will be recorded. 

- Data collected by the epidemiologists will be used purely for needs assessment 

and will be anonymised. Because of this, participants can be assured that data 

will not be used for performance management purposes.   

- Members of the epidemiology team will not engage in discussions with patients 

about their current oral health status or treatment plans. 
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3. Data collected will be weighted, if necessary, to ensure that they are representative 

of the local population, and will be supplemented with information from NHS 

England. An epidemiological report will be produced for each local authority. 

4. A variety of options is being explored to recognise the minor disruption that the 

survey will cause to participating practices. These would include feedback to the 

practice in the form of an audit that will entitle those participating to be certified for 

verifiable CPD.  

 

Next steps 

Further information will be provided nearer to the start of the survey, which will be from 

October 2017. Communications will be sent out by the BDA, NHS England teams, LDNs, 

and LDCs. 

 

 


